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Intent
 
‘To learn to read is to light a fire; every syllable that is spelled out is a spark' - Victor Hugo
'You can make anything by writing' - C.S. Lewis
 
At St. John’s we aim to for all children to read easily, fluently and with good understanding. This will be achieved through excellent teaching practise and provision of quality synthetic phonics teaching and resources. We strive to embed good habits for the reading for pleasure across all genres. We encourage children to appreciate our rich and varied literacy heritage through quality texts and ensure opportunities for discussions that explain and elaborate their ideas clearly.
We also aim to give all children the skills and confidence to express themselves through writing. Through quality first teaching, they are given the skills to write accurately, creatively and imaginatively. The carefully planned curriculum ensures that they are exposed to a wide range of genres including poetry and non-fiction. 
At St. John’s we also recognise that oracy is intrinsic for the development of children’s command of literacy. The curriculum encourages children to articulate ideas and develop understanding and engage with others through speaking, listening and communication.
The aims of our teaching of English (oracy, reading and writing) at St. John’s:
· to enable children to speak clearly and audibly, and to consider their listeners
· [bookmark: _Int_kXqVSyJX]to encourage children to listen with concentration in order to understand the main points of what they have heard
· to show children how to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and demands
· to teach children effective communication, both verbal and non-verbal, through a variety of drama activities
· to help children become confident, independent readers, through an appropriate focus on word-, sentence- and text-level knowledge
· to develop enthusiastic and reflective readers, through contact with challenging and substantial texts
· to foster the enjoyment of reading and writing for pleasure, and a recognition of their value
· to encourage meaningful imaginative and thoughtful writing, and an awareness of the reader
· to develop accuracy in grammar and punctuation in line with National Strategy expectations
· to improve writing through planning, drafting and editing
· to enable children to read, write and spell confidently through a variety of strategies which will include a systematic phonics programme.
 
Implementation
· We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our English lessons; for example, a whole-class reading or writing activity, a whole-class focused word or sentence activity, a guided group or independent activity. In addition, we also work together as a whole school on a writing task once a term.
· [bookmark: _Int_UV35fuRy]Children have the opportunity to experience a wide range of quality texts, and to support their work using a variety of resources, such as dictionaries and thesauri.
· Children have opportunities to use ICT in English lessons to enhance their learning, as in drafting their work and using multimedia to study how words and images are combined to convey meaning.
· There is an expectation that children will use and apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum wherever possible.
· We provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the need and ability of the child.
· Children will know, through reviewing their work with the teacher, where their next steps should be and how to make progress. 
· Teachers model good use of English in their own speaking and writing.
 
English Curriculum Planning
English is a core subject in the National Curriculum. We use the New Framework National Curriculum 2014 as the starting point for implementing the statutory requirements of the programme of study for English.  Early Years follow the guidance laid out in the EYFS Framework document using the communication and language section and the literacy sections.
English curriculum planning throughout the school is carried out in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term).
The National Curriculum programmes of study guides what we teach in the long-term. We have also created a St. John’s overview of writing skills and genres, ensuring coverage and progressions.  Our yearly teaching programme identifies the key objectives in English that we teach to each year.
Our medium-term plans give details of the main teaching objectives for each term. These plans define what we teach and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term. The subject leader is responsible for reviewing and updating these plans.
Class teachers develop their own (short-term) plan for the teaching of English which lists the specific learning objectives and expected outcomes for each lesson and gives details of how the lessons are to be taught. It also includes details of any differentiation and use of resources including the use of any classroom support.
 
Inclusion
At St John’s, all aspects of English are a vitally important part of our curriculum.  Children with SEND are supported with early identification of needs, followed by thorough assessment and careful consideration of how the barriers to learning can be overcome.  Teachers work with the SENDCO to put appropriate class provision in place; where necessary, additional interventions are planned, carried out and reviewed.  Additional interventions may include additional daily phonic sessions, talking and listening groups, Nuffield Early Language Intervention, additional comprehension groups, extra handwriting, using Write from the Start or Speed Up programmes, as well as Nessy to assist identified pupils with screening, reading and spelling, touch typing.  
Teachers recognise how pupils with SEND can demonstrate their full potential through a wide range of methods, including the following, ideas may be drawn or scribed, children may receive scaffolded support to plan and record their ideas, they may have coloured books or line width adapted.  Pupils are supported to show their full potential and appropriate arrangements for testing and assessments are carefully planned.  All provision is planned and reviewed in consultation with the child to ensure that it is appropriate and helpful. 






Reading Appendix EYFS & Key Stage 1 (What it looks like in the classroom)
Phonics
Reading skills in EYFS and Year one are taught using the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised which is a systematic synthetic phonics programme linking phonics securely to early reading skills.  This ensures that children make rapid progress in the early stages allowing them to develop strategies to decode and build fluency.
This is done through:
· Teaching phonics each day from week 2 or 3 in Reception in the Autumn term, beginning with 10 minutes sessions to begin with, developing their sound knowledge, to full length lessons of up to 30 minutes a day, which continue into Year 1.  Each Friday is a review day to consolidate their learning from the week.
· Children are taught to read and spell words in Reception using phase 2 and 3 GPCs and words with adjacent consonants (phase 4) with fluency and accuracy and in Year 1 reviewing Phase 3 and 4 and moving on to Phase 5 GPCs with fluency and accuracy.

Ensuring Reading for Pleasure
· Children are read to every day ensuring they listen to a wide range and variety of fiction, poetry, non-fiction and reference books.  These books are carefully chosen so that the children have experience of a wide range of genres and key texts.
· We increase their familiarity with a wide range of books by using the school library where all children are able to take home a book for a week.
· Every classroom has an inviting reading corner that encourages the children to enjoy reading during the school day.  In Reception they are able to use it during their child-initiated play and in Year 1 and Year 2 they are given times during the day when they are able to access this.
· In Reception and Year 1 they have a soft toy that goes home with the children (Bounce the dog in Year 1 and Fudge the Bear in Reception) and they are given the chance to share books with the soft toy at home and then come back into school to share the books they have read with the class.
· [bookmark: _Int_Re3V49Ug]All children from Reception onwards have a reading record and a book to take home with them to read to their family.  From Reception onwards there is a carefully selected scheme of books which supports the Phonics that the children are learning and matches the appropriate stage they are at, so that the children are always able to have the skills to decode the book.  Parents are able to comment, and the teacher can also support back by making helpful suggestions and ensuring communication between home and school.
· Children are also able to put in their reading records any other books they have read at home as well.
· Once a year we celebrate as a whole school – World Book Day – giving the children the chance to bring in a book that is special to them and every other year to dress up as their favourite characters.
· Our English lessons provide an opportunity to use high-quality texts for discussion, reading and analysing; the texts are carefully planned to ensure progression from year to year.
· In Reception we use Poetry Basket to learn a poem each week that the children recite and memorise with actions as well as Helicopter Stories for their own story telling.  
· In Reception we also use Drawing Club to support our literacy lessons, which uses a key text or story.  The children learn up to 7 or 8 new vocabulary words which they put actions to.  They then draw a picture linked to the story and make up their own word/phrase or story to go with it, which by the summer term they are able to write a sentence or two themselves about what they have drawn. 
· There is an annual poetry week timetabled where poetry is read, learned and performed to others

Reading Practice Sessions 
· Reading practice sessions are put in place from Reception (once the children are more confident with blending) through to the end of Year 2.  These focus on decoding, prosody (teaching children to read with expression and comprehension) and take place at least 3 times a week.

Assessment of Reading
Assessment for Reading is continually used to ensure progress of the children as well as to ensure that any support is put in place as early as possible for those who are not meeting the age-appropriate expectation.
Formative assessment
· Daily within class to identify children who need support
· Weekly in the review lesson – this is where the teacher will assess gaps and address any misconceptions immediately.
· Those children who are not keeping up will be supported by a targeted intervention
Summative Assessment
· Every six weeks at the end of each half term the children are assessed using the Little Wandle assessment and any gaps for learning identified and additional support lessons or keep up sessions are then put in place.  There are videos to check to support this and to help to check for fluency in Year 2.
· Criteria for Reading Tick List and Comments are filled in regularly during Practise Reading Sessions.
· Children in Year 1 also sit the statutory Phonics Screening Check at the end of the year and any child who does not pass the check will be re-screened in Year 2.
· Children in Year 2 will have informal experience of the types of questioning and level of texts that used to form part of the Government end of KS1 Reading Comprehensions.  This will help prepare them for KS 2.
· Children who are not on track to be ARE will also have their fluency assessed against the criteria used in Little Wandle https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/weekly-reading-and-phonics/little-wandle-fluency/training/

End Points 
By the end of Reception children should be able to:
Comprehension
· Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.
· Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories
· Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems during role play.
Word Reading
· Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs
· Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound blending
· Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonics knowledge, including some common exception words.

By the end of Key Stage 1 most pupils will attaining the expected standard from the National Curriculum outcomes for 7-year-olds and will be able to:

Reading 
· Read accurately most words of two or more syllables.
· Read most words containing common suffixes.
· Read most common exception words.
In age- appropriate KS1 Book, the pupil can:
· Read most words accurately without overt sounding and blending, and sufficiently fluently to allow them to focus on their understanding rather than on decoding individual words.
· Sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation.


In a book they can already read fluently, the pupil can:
· Check it makes sense to them, correcting any inaccurate reading.
· Answer questions and make some inferences.
· Explain what has happened so far in what they have read.

Reading Appendix Key Stage 2 (What it looks like in the classroom)
Lessons
· Most reading skills in KS2 will be covered in English lessons using the class novel or a non-fiction text.
· The skills taught will be linked to the National Curriculum and be age appropriate. They will be linked to the VIPERS progression of skills documents. [image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated]
· There will be at least 3 additional reading sessions per week.  These will include: A reading for pleasure session, a whole class guided reading session and a focused reading activity session.  In addition, each class will have story reading sessions where the teacher will read to the class.
Reading for pleasure
· Children will be encouraged to read a variety of texts and genres that are appropriate for their ability.  These can be books from home or from the school library.  
· Children will receive guidance to choose books for themselves (especially Year 3 when they first come into KS 2) At least one library book from the 2 they are allowed to choose,  should be able to be read fairly fluently by the child – a rough guide is no more than 3 or 4 errors per page. 
·  Books that children read at home and at school are recorded in their reading journals.  
· Teachers evaluate reading records weekly to ensure that children are reading. They also check for range, progression and whether the book is appropriate for the child’s ability

Whole Class Guided Reading
· This is a focused reading session for all pupils and should be a high-quality text that is selected by the teacher. 
· The texts are varied and a mixture of fiction, poetry and non-fiction.
·  Teachers identify 1 or more of the VIPERS skills they want to develop and use that as a focus for the lesson.  
· Texts are available as a hard copy and not just seen on a screen.  
· The teacher reads the text to the children first and go through unfamiliar vocabulary. 
· There is not an expectation that children always have to do written work in these sessions. They are always encouraged to talk about their understanding.
· Possible sources for texts could be: Essential Texts, Focus on Literacy, https://theteachingbooth.wordpress.com/2020/06/28/a-ks2-reading-curriculum/  and www.fredsteaching.com 
Focused Reading Activity
· Children will have opportunities to complete focused activities linked to books they have read. This is just one example of a whole host of ideas. https://www.readingrockets.org/article/103-things-do-during-or-after-reading 
· There is no expectation that this session has to involve written work, but the work that is produced is valued and recorded.
Library
· Children are taught how to make the most of the library and how a library works  
· They have regular opportunities to visit the library, either in small groups or as a whole class.  


Assessing Reading
· In Autumn 1 for Y3,4 and 5 reading comprehension is assessed using the NFER test. Year 6 is assessed using a SATS paper
· A progress check NFER test is done in the summer term (SATS for Year 6)
· Children are heard to read to check for fluency. Children are assessed against the fluency guidance given on the Little Wandle Scheme. www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/weekly-reading-and-phonics/little-wandle-fluency/training/
· Access arrangements for  assessing reading include: being able to read out loud, movement breaks, using a scribe and extra time for processing

Reading Interventions
· Children that are not reaching ARE or making progress with their reading are identified and extra interventions put in place, even if that child is not on the SEND register.  
· Teachers will identify whether the problem is with fluency or comprehension or both.  
· Where the child needs extra fluency, particularly in Lower KS2, children use the reading scheme books where the books tackle specific decoding skills in a structured and progressive way.  
· Scheme books are read with the child at school by a trained member of staff and a record is kept of their progress.  In addition, this is reinforced with reading scheme books going home and a parent is made aware of the purpose of the scheme and their expectation.
· Children with very specific reading difficulties will have been identified and additional support put in place on the child’s SEND provision map.  This could include extra phonics work or precision monitoring activities.
· Specific comprehension interventions can be taught in small focus groups using appropriate texts. 
· Children are taught how to skim and scan texts to select relevant information
·  All staff have been trained in questioning and how to help develop comprehension skills.  Often these sessions are oral and will not involve written work, this is to help build a child’s confidence. 
Writing Appendix EYFS and Key Stage 1 (what it looks like in the classroom)
Lessons in EYFS
· Language and communications skills are the first skills that are worked on with the children for prewriting.  These are done through conversations, learning a poem using poetry basket each week and through helicopter stories where the children develop and share their own stories.
· The children have lots of fine motor skills activities in their continuous provision and dough disco is used in the first term at the end of each day to build up their strength in their hands.
· Once phonic teaching is underway, and children are ready to start writing CVC words there are lots of writing opportunities available to them.  We use Drawing Club to build up vocabulary and use drawing as a tool to engage all the children in writing including those children with SEN.
· There are also lots of writing opportunities in the classroom provision including pre-writing opportunities using different sensory approaches e.g. flour. Different writing stimulus are provided, books, pens, pencils that get adapted during the year to progress the children’s learning as well as outdoor writing provision including chalks.
· Children also have specific writing formation skills group activities to support them learning the letter formation and support pencil grip.
Lessons in Year 1
· In Year 1, during the first part of the Autumn Term, we review and embed the Phase 2 and 3 sounds taught in Reception, following the Little Wandle Scheme. 
· Towards October half term, and when the children are ready, we start to introduce the Phase 5 sounds, again following the Little Wandle scheme. 
· Phase 5 sounds are taught throughout Year 1, starting with the more common sounds. 
· Additional Phonics is taught in small groups if the children need extra support with the sounds we are learning. 
· Each day, the children are given a dictated sentence, which they write on a whiteboard, using the sound taught that day. As we progress through Year 1, we start to write more sentences. This is to support sentence structure, including the use of capital letter, finger spaces and full stops. 
· We have separate handwriting lessons, focussing on the formation of letters. 
· We use a range of texts to support writing in Year 1, including Paddington Bear stories, Julia Donaldson books, Dogger and Lost and Found. 
· Children start by writing simple sentences, in a group, with the teacher and pupils saying the sentence as they write this together. 
· This then builds on to more independent writing (where the children say their sentence to themselves and write this) and writing longer pieces.


Year 2
· In Year 2 children will spend the first half of the autumn term reviewing some of the Phase 5 GPCs. Pupils will then begin the Little Wandle Spelling programme which provides a bridge between Year 1 phonics and the teaching of spelling patterns. 
· They write more complex sentences dictated by the teacher. 
· Handwriting is taught in a separate handwriting lesson and children identified as needed addition practice, may have further small group sessions to consolidate. As the year progresses, the children will begin to learn some adjacent letter joins. 
· Pupils in Year 2 will use a variety of high-quality texts to provide a writing stimulus. 
· The children build up their stamina for writing by composing longer pieces of narrative, whilst learning about sentence structure, word classes and a greater range of punctuation. 

Writing Appendix Key Stage 2 (what it looks like in the classroom)
Lessons
· Children will work on 1 or 2 focused pieces of writing each half term.  Preparation for this will include: - exposure to high quality texts, modelled writing, daily dictation and practice of spelling and grammar skills
· The long-term plan ensures a range of genres and links to the progression of skills document.
· Once a week, children will have a ‘Writing Journal’ session where they will have an opportunity to experiment with their own writing for pleasure.  A planned whole class stimulus will support this session, but the children do not have to use this in their own writing.  Each class will have a box of resources that the children can have access to, to give them ideas.
· Children follow the Nelson scheme of handwriting.  They can earn a pen license: in Years 3 and 4 this can be used for special pieces of work that can be copied up.  By the beginning of Year 6 the aim is for all children to be writing in pen.
· Children have access to a range of additional resources to support their writing if needed.  These include: - laptops, scaffolded writing frames, word banks
· Writing opportunities can be cross curricular and may be seen in other subjects
· Once a term the Whole school completes a ‘Whole School Write’ This is a shared stimulus and fully immersive experience.  The whole school write together, including adults.  The pieces of work are collated and follow the children through school evidencing each individual’s writing journey.  This is an opportunity to transfer skills learned in their lessons to independent work
· Children have plenty of opportunities to edit their work and some work is reproduced for their ‘Publishing Book’
Assessing Writing
· The focused pieces of writing are used as assessment pieces and over the year are used as a bank of evidence that is matched against the skills on the National Curriculum.
· Teams moderate writing once a term 
· Once a year, teams moderate with other schools within the ODBST
· Children with a specific learning need have adjustments made in one area to support final judgements e.g. spelling, planning or handwriting
Oracy in EYFS
· All children who come into EYFS are identified with any S&L concerns and Speech and Language support put in place where necessary
· All children who enter EYFS will be assessed using the Language Link to ensure that their understanding of language is there and any early interventions can be put in place to support any children who are not on target. 
Children are given the opportunity to develop their speech and language skills as follows:
· Singing of Nursery Rhymes - daily
· Poetry Club – learning a poem with actions each week
· Helicopter Stories = children given the opportunity to make up their own stories and act out those of their peers
· Show and Tell – children are given a variety of opportunities throughout the year which include - showing toys they are proud of, talk about their families, talk about a special country.
· Nativity play 
· Class Assembly at the end of the year

Oracy across the Key Stages
Opportunities to develop speech and language skills are made throughout the school and across the curriculum. They are planned for and follow a progression of skills. (Please see document) The importance of oracy also forms part of our enrichment programme and are evidenced in the children’s individual passports They include:
· Annual performances at Christmas
· Hot seating and talk for writing
· An annual poetry week where children perform learned poetry to their peers
· Opportunities to read and perform in assembly and in church
· Reading to younger children and aloud in class
· Debating opportunities in Years 5 and 6
· Poetry Club (Years 4,5,6) www.poetrybyheart.co.uk
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